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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

On September 22, 2023, the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) held the second high-level meeting
(HLM) on the fight against tuberculosis. The theme of
the meeting was: “Advancing science, finance and
innovation, and their benefits, to urgently end the
global tuberculosis epidemic, in particular, by
ensuring equitable access to prevention, testing,
treatment, and care.”
The first UN HLM on TB was held in 2018, resulting in
a declaration signed by heads of states with
commitments to fight global TB. Following this second
meeting, the UN Member States formally adopted
ambitious targets towards ending TB by 2030,
including: providing treatment for 45 million people,
providing 45 million people with TB preventive
treatment, and increasing global TB funding to $35
billion. There is also a commitment to mobilize $5
billion each year by 2027 for TB research and
innovation. 



Upcoming Workshops & Presentations

Add to Calendar

FRIDAY OCTOBER 20, 2023 9AM
RRR 345 AND ZOOM

"SPATIAL INSIGHTS INTO TUBERCULOSIS: UNRAVELING
INFECTION PATTERNS IN HUMAN TISSUE"

Recent findings from the application of micro-CT scan, RNAscope,
and spatial transcriptomics in the analysis of human lung tissue

specimens from both active and latent tuberculosis patients

DR. ANNEKA HUTTON, MD
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Emory/Georgia TRAC members were involved with several events
during the lead up to UN HLM. Emory doctoral student in Global
Health & Development, Samhita (Sami) Kumar, joined the Central Park
“Walk the Talk” celebrating physical and mental health, and the Stop
TB Partnership TB Innovation Summit to discuss mental health as part
of TB care. Dr. Ken Castro was part of the award committee for the 

Stop TB Partnership Kochon Award, which was awarded to Ukraine
health authorities for their medical efforts to treat TB during the
ongoing war with Russia. Dr. Sarita Shah participated in the UN
HLM and joined civil society and other TB stakeholders,
representing Emory as one of just five academic institutions
attending the UNGA session. Louie Zepeda-Tang, Founder of
TBPeople Philippines and member of the TRAC Community and
Public Health Advisory Board, participated in several panels and
interviews throughout the week, sharing her experience as an MDR
TB survivor and advocating for greater attention to rapid diagnosis
and shorter, safer treatment regimens.

Another exciting development from the
week was the launch of the WHO TB
Vaccine Accelerator Council, with the goal
of facilitating “development, testing,
authorization, and use of new TB
vaccines.” Dr. Kristin Nelson led a timely 

editorial in the Union journal calling for addressing vaccine hesitancy as part of TB vaccine
implementation planning, drawing from lessons learned during COVID-19 and other
immunization programs.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OtRMGCMRGm3wzlgeSNEdITX4E-N91fJy/view?usp=sharing
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2023/09/17/default-calendar/walk-the-talk-new-york-2023
https://www.stoptb.org/news/stop-tb-partnership-awards-frontline-workers-and-grassroots-organizations#:~:text=21%20September%2C%20New%20York%2C%20USA,their%20hard%20work%20to%20fight
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TRACcolades
TRAC member and Internal Advisory Board member, Dr. Kogie
Naidoo, has been elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society in South
Africa for her seminal research over three decades in TB-HIV 
co-infection and multidrug resistant TB.  Recognition as a fellow is
a prestigious scientific accolade granted to individuals who have
contributed outstanding work in the furtherance of science in
South Africa and have conducted their work with exceptional
distinction. 

In recognition of Researcher Appreciation Day, the Recognitions Committee at Emory School
of Medicine sent out a call for nominations for researchers across the school who are
advancing the knowledge base in their field. Emory researchers were nominated by their
peers and colleagues for their groundbreaking research, development of new technologies,
and continued pursuit of novel and innovative ideas.  Four members of the TRAC were
recognized for their work this year; Dr. Cheryl Day, Dr. Jessica Fairley, Dr. Anant
Madabushi and Dr. Rabin Tirouvanziam.

Two TRAC members were inducted into the National Academy of Medicine earlier this
month . Dr. M. Daniele Fallin, PhD, James W. Curran Dean of Public Health at Emory
University and TRAC Internal Advisory Board member, was recognized for her international
leadership in discovering the mechanisms underlying neuropsychiatric and developmental
disorders. Dr. Igho Ofotokun, MD, MSc, FIDSA, Professor of Medicine at Emory University,
was also recognized for his efforts to mitigate the burden of chronic HIV and other
infections among vulnerable populations and promote women and minorities in the
biomedical workforce. 
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